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SC O T T  WE S T ,  ON E  O F  O U R  E L D E R S  WR I T E S . . .  

Youth Ministry 
Middle School: Mondays 

6:30-8:30pm at the church 

High School:  Wednesdays 
6:30-9:00pm at the church  

Adam Young 
¸ƻǳǘƘ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

adam@riverpca.org 
407.493.4013       

Young Adult Group 
5:30-8:30pm Sundays 

at the church 

Brandon Gantt 
gantt.brandon@gmail.com  

407.342.5066        

Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday,  
November 22, 2009 

 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ  
for our special 

Thanksgiving Service 
where there will be an open 
invitation to share with us 

what you are most thankful to 
God for this past year. 

 
Nursery:  Available throughout the 

 service for children aged 2 & under. 

Kids Connection:  For pre-K thru 5th 
Grade, starts after our worship time. 

Middle School Bible Class:  For 6th 
thru 8th Grade, also after worship. 

Missed a sermon?  Click here  
to listen online or download. 

As we approach our Thanksgiving 
Holiday, many of us find ourselves in 
difficult situations that we never 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
work, struggling with our health, difficulty 
in our marriage, challenging situations 
with our children, or some other trial, 
these situations have a natural tendency 
to deflate us and even crush our spirits 
over time.  But our gracious Heavenly 
Father has a different take on these 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ IŜΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
indeed ordained, for our own good.  In 
James 1:2-пΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘΥ ά/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƧƻȅΣ 
my brethren, when you encounter 
various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance.  And let 
endurance have its perfect result, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
ƛƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

As we learn to see the world, including 
our own unique circumstances, through 
the eyes of our Heavenly Father, we 
begin to embrace trials of every kind in a 
new way.  Orchestrated by Love Himself, 
the trials that we experience become 
known to us for what they really are: 
tools of grace that, if we endure, lead to 
the righteousness of Christ within us and 
expressed through us.  These are 
opportunities that can mold us into the 
perfect Sons of God that Jesus Himself 
was intending for us to experience while 
we are still on this earth (see John 17). 

Having walked this earth Himself, Jesus is 
by no means unaware of the heartache, 
pain and grief that trials can bring.  
Indeed, did He not suffer Himself more 
than we can ever imagine, and in so many 
ways we cannot understand?  Jesus is not 
advocating that we become masochistic; 

rather in a spirit of gentleness and love, 
He is asking each of us to accept with all 
joy the unique trials He orchestrates in 
our lives to make us complete in Him. 

If we stop and think about it, our time on 
Planet Earth is the only opportunity we 
have to worship our Heavenly Father 
through our sufferings.  Can you imagine 
the smiles that we bring to His faceςthe 
very God of the universeςwhen we 
willingly accept the difficulties He brings 
through our ongoing perseverance, 
continual worship, and ongoing intimacy 
with Him, despite the challenges we face!  
In heaven, we will have no such oppor-
tunity to worship God in this way; so 
should we not embrace these times with 
all joy while we are here? And should we 
not encourage one another to embrace 
these opportunities for the sake of our 
IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
misguided sympathy and regret? 

I Thessalonians 5:16-му ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άwŜƧƻƛŎŜ 
always; pray without ceasing; in every-
ǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΤ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ-
ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ 
these verses, sincerely and completely.  
[ŜǘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
love for us by rejoicing in everything He 
brings to us, knowing that He only 
brings what is ultimately good for us.  
Jesus, the Master of our Heart, knows 
exactly what we need to become one 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
He was willing to go to the cross, and 
will now take each of us to the ends of 
the earth to bring us into His glory for 
all eternity.  Hallelujah! 

November 19, 2009 
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http://www.riverpca.org/app/w_page.php?id=27&type=section
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THANKSGIV ING  BASKET PROGRAM N EEDS YOU!! ! 
We need your help right after our Thanksgiving 
Service on Sunday, November 22, to deliver a special 
Thanksgiving Basket to a local 
family. 

For the past 6 years our church 
has reached out to serve families 
in need in our community at 
Thanksgiving.  By working 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
delivering around 100 food 
baskets of turkey and all the 
trimmings, in time for 
Thanksgiving Day.  

Delivering a basket is a wonderful 
opportunity for you to 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 
very practical gift.  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ 
for a family to serve together and 
experience first-hand the blessing 
this brings to the families we 
serve.   

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŀǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ  LǘΩǎ 

that simple! 

A big thank you to everyone who 
has already participated in this 
program, by donating food or 
money, shopping or calling families 
to confirm a delivery time. 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 
this project!  Simply mark your gift 
ά¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ .ŀǎƪŜǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ ƛǘ 
in the offering bag on Sunday. 

A special thanks to Emmett and 
Lori Bradford who once again this 
year have masterminded this 
program! 

Contact Emmett & Lori at 
407.656.3438 or 
lwBradford@gmail.com if you have 
any questions about delivery 
before the weekend. 

Ladies, you are invited to join us early next year for our Women's Spiritual 
wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴ /ƻŎƻŀ .ŜŀŎƘΦ ²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜ 
of fellowship and a great chance to grow spiritually with the help of our very 
special speaker, Elaine Husband.   

The retreat will be held Friday, January 22 through Sunday, January 24 at the 
Doubletree Cocoa Beach Oceanfront Hotel. The cost is just $145 per person 
for double occupancy, including three meals. Private rooms are available upon 
request for an additional cost. 

Sign up at church on Sunday (see the 
special display near the refreshments) or online by clicking here.  Your $50 
deposit is due Sunday, November 22.  For your convenience, you can pay by 
check at church or online by clicking on Give on our home page and selecting 
ά²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ нлмлέΦ   

Contact Cindy Stumbaugh 
at 407.654.9067, 
travelwcindy@aol.com or 
Clare McCollum at  
321.354.4633, 
cmccollum2@cfl.rr.com 
for more information.   

2010 WOMENõS RETREATé DEPOSIT D UE N OW! 

mailto:lwBradford@gmail.com
https://riverpca.ccbchurch.com/app/w_form_response.php?form_id=70
mailto:travelwcindy@aol.com
mailto:cmccollum2@cfl.rr.com
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Jim & Rhonette Hukill 
 ά9ǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ол Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎέ 

John, Melanie, Bianca & 
Lisa Manneck 

 ά²Ŝ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ 
outside together when the 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƻ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭέ 

Rick & Michelle Rhein 
 ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

traditions, but we do enjoy the 
ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΗέ 

SPOTTED  IN  CHURCH ! 

We need a roaming photographer each Sunday!  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ  
Adrian Parker at 321.689.8508 or adrian@riverpca.org.  In December there will be a PRIZE  

for the most creative picture taken, both for the photographer and the individual or family featured! 

This regular e-News feature is a simple and fun way to help us make new connections in church, by picturing 
ŀ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΗ 9ŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
άŘƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΚέ 

Joey & Lindsey Redd 
 ά.ǳȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘǊŜŜ 
together, every yearτas Joey 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΗέ 

Blaine & Eileen Strickland 
 ά²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦C DŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƴ 
football games, and preparing 
ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎέ 

David, Alison, Annadale & Tyler Smith 
 άaŜŀƭǎ ŀǘ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ϧ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέ 

Gene, Patricia & Steven Schreckengost 
 άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊέ 

mailto:adrian@riverpca.org

